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Firm not sapped by
patent dispute

DSS finds success foiling counterfeiters

David Tyler

Saalf writer

When Raochesters Dosumenl Securily
Systama Inc. filed a lewsult against the
Europsan Central Bank for slleged patent
miringemend, observers could be forgiven if
it seemed fhat the small company was filt-
g at windmdls,

But the lawsuit is tuming out 1o be anything
bl quimolic, and mnstead of wailing argund
for a mesolulion, the comgany is moving
ahead wilh a senes of projects thal hawve iz
bottom line growling.

DES makes patentsd technology that prs-
vends  counderfeiting. The  techpiques
include special inks thal creats inleferencs
pattemns when printed or copéed 1o help
detect fraudulent documents, ant-counter-
feiting measures called panfographs, and
thermal inks thal disappsar when robbed a
CErtaE wWay.

In August 2006, D55 slleged that the eurc
currency had anli-countedeiling measuros
{hat vicdaied a European patent held by the
company. The cenfral bank countersued,
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KATHARIME SIDELMIK =18l phatographer
DES made news in 2005 by suing the
Eurcpean Central Bank for an alleged patent
infringamant owar A SRCUrity Taaiure an the
UMD CUrrEnoy.

saying DEE European paten is invalid and
was mislakenly issued. The bank asked
that the lawsuit be haard not by a Eurcg=an
Union claims court in Luxemboung, but sep-
araiely in each counbry thai uses the curn,
The bank has filed lawsuils n those nine
enlinies

In Janwary, D55 Chisf Execulive Patmick
White and President Peder Edinger, who
joincd the company in Jung, will bz n
Landan Tor & weak of hearings on the coun-
tarsus.

“We weore sumpeised al thes response,”
Ettngper said,

But it in the meantime the company has
mowed ahaad with a vansty of new initia-
fivies,

"While the sull is certainly impartant, i s
not the future of the company,® Ettmger
said.

One key addition: DSS purchase of
Calilomea Plazs: Frinting Prolessionals
Inc. In February. That acguisition has
enabled D55 fo print security cards and
licenses thal wss ils fechnology, which has
led o big contracls,

Last wask, the company slgned a deal with
Long lsland-based Identification and Data
Imaging o producs and distribute driver's
lisenses, 1D agreed to buy ab least 51 mi-
Ik warth of DSS products during S007.

The comgany's tachnology has been pop-
ping up i ofher places, oo real estals
lizenses n California, constiruclion bonds n
Mexico, truck driver's licensas in Colarada,
authenticlty certificates for Boelng alroraft
[pars.
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Documesd Security Systems CED Pal While, keft, of
Victor and President Peter ERinger of Takoma Pari,
Md., ke where their Rocheser business is gaing.

Run one of those documents through a
copiar im an atbampt to duplicate it, and a
MEssa0e appaars on the paper waming
fhat the documend is unauthosized,

The techacdogy can be usad with other
measurss such a5 glossmarks, mécroprint-
img and holograms. But D55 halpe form a
foundabion thal can be printed using any
inkjel printer.

“"Wea're the mk on the paper,” Whita said.
“And that's a key point.”

The nexl siep & making the technology
truly digital, allowing the end user to cus-
tomize security features on each doou-
ment. That work is under way, White said.

The campany & also working with packag-
g fimmis an deals that would use DSS tach-
nodogy on boxes and other packages, and
with the gaming mdusiry to explore using
the iechnology o socure slof machine
receipls and aven poker chips,

Tha strategies seem to be  working.
Revenue is up, and amployment has risen
from 26 i 2005 to more than 500 Twendy-
five mane workers could be sdded n 2007

‘White said the company will ba looking to
opan B8 prnting center simidar to tha
Califarnia operation i the Rochaster anca

“Wea're bullding a company,” Etlinger sakd.
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